Readings in Israeli Society and Cultures

Prof. Lihong Song (RILE)
Dept. of Religious Studies, Glazer Institute of Jewish and Israel Studies
Nanjing University, China

This is a course for graduate students. These are some of the over-arching questions
for the course, and please be prepared to relate the reading assignments to these
questions in our class discussion.

(1) What is Zionism? Where was it anchored in the intellectual vista of the modern
European nationalism? What are the main manifestations of the Zionist discourse
in the State of Israel?

(2) To what extent can Israel be described as a Jewish and democratic society? What
are the main features of the Israeli Society?

(3) Like other modern nationalistic movements, Zionism has its archaic facets in the
process of its nation-building, trying to legitimize itself with a remote and rosy
past. How has it reclaimed a Jewish “usable past”? What are the tensions
between tradition and innovation in doing so?

(4) Whether is that which is Jewish tantamount to that which is Israeli?

Requirements and Evaluations:

e Reading: Students MUST attend class having read the assigned readings each
week and having prepared thoughtfully to discuss the issues raised. This will
be measured through summarizing the major points and arguments of the
readings.

e Attendance: One absence will be considered unremarkable. More than two
absences will require explanation and will affect the final grade.

e Participation: The course will emphasize discussion. Full participation is
expected.

e Presentation: Each student will make a presentation of at least 30 minutes on a
topic of his/her choice.

e Final paper: The paper, with minimum 4,000 Chinese characters, should be
based on the presentation. It is expected to be fully annotated and included

with a bibliography.
e Grading: attendance 10%, class participation 30%, presentation 20%, and final
paper 40%.
Required texts:

(1) Anita Shapira, Israel: A History, Waltham: Brandeis University Press, 2012.
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(2) BkfELL : (LA 51| 5 ) (Zhang Qianhong, 4 History of
Israel), $2hR, ARHAR%t, 20144, (History of Modern Israel in a Chinese
Perspective. Note its periodization.)
(3) Itamar Rabinovich and Jehuda Reiharz, eds., Israel in the Middle East: Documents
and Readings on Society, Politics, and Foreign Relations, Pre-1948 to the Present,
2nd edn., Hanover: Brandeis University Press, 2008.

A preliminary reading of these is desirable:

(1) - 2 %12 /R LLE 5| AN ) (Donna Rosenthal, The

Israelis), 1ERITSERFEHRREL, 20104, (On Israeli society)

Q) FH-Eif, R/R-FH& (AL AIE E) (Dan Senor and Saul Singer, Start-Up
Nation), H{EHR#t, 20104, (On Israeli economy)

Week 1: Introduction: Reflections on the Disciplinary Framework

(1) HENS: “EER R R AR Bit, 18555, ~(Yang Xiaming, “Middle
Eastern Studies in the U.S.: Paradigms, Debates and

Impact”) { EEZEN2004 FE 53],

Q) EFE M EEFRHT ZLARPHRNARER, ” (Wang Yujie, “Analysis on
the Jewish Elements in Islamic Studies of United

States”), {BIHI{AHFHATTI2008F18,

(3) Liel Leibovitz, “Battle of the Chairs,” Moment Magazine, February 2006.

(4) Alvin Rosenfeld, “Climate of Opinion,” Jewish Review of Books (Spring 2015).
(On current BDS [boycott, divestment, sanctions] movement in the West.)

(5) Benjamin Schwartz, “Presidential Address: Area Studies as a Critical Discipline,”
Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 40, No. 1 (Nov., 1980), pp. 15-25. (It contains perhaps
the most insightful critique of Edward Said. The author was the leading Jewish

Sinologist in the US.)[Optional]

Week 2: Political Zionism in the Metaphor of Bar Kokhba

(1) Shlomo Avineri, The Making of Modern Zionism, New York, 1981, pp. 3-13
(“Introduction: Zionism as a Revolution”).

(2) EkEF - MIERKEE X XEIFMA & E X (Wang Tiezheng, “From Zionism
to Post-Zionism,”) Zi{H K EI2012F 528, 54-1477, (Compare the
viewpoints of Avineri and Wang Tiezheng.)

(3) Shapira, Israel, pp.13-24. (also for week 3)

(4) SRAEL (LA FIER ), 5120-140T1, (also for week 3)

(5) Leo Pinsker: “Auto-Emancipation,” in Hertzberg, ed., The Zionist Idea: A

Historical Analysis and Reader, Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of




America, 1997.pp. 178-198. [or Itamar Rabinovich and Jehuda Reiharz, eds., Israel in
the Middle East, pp. 12-16.]

(6) Theodor Herzl: “The Jewish State,” in Hertzberg, pp. 204-226. (8 & Z2H %K)
(7) Max Nordau: “Jewry of Muscle,” in Paul R. Mendes-Flohr, Jehuda Reinharz, The
Jew in the Modern World, 3rd edn., pp. 344-345; “Zionism,” in Hertzberg, pp. 242-
43.

(8) HI%e (LN & E X B ) Walter Laqueur, 4 History of Zionism), $B2E, 547-
10277 , (also for week 3)[Optional]

Week 3: Cultural/Spiritual Zionism in the Metaphor of Yavneh

(1) Shapira, Israel, pp.54-62.

(2) Ahad Ha’am, “The Law of the Heart”; “Flesh and Spirit”; “The Jewish State and
the Jewish Problem”; in Herzberg, pp. 249-269.

(3) Ahad Ha-am, “Truth from Eretz Yisrael (1891),” in Eran Kaplan and Derek J.
Penslar, eds. The Origins of Israel, 1882-1948: A Documentary History, Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 2011, pp. 27-38.

(4) Shapira, Israel, pp.408, 469-475.

(5) B (B2 PSR- 18185 % A¥E %) (Alfred Gottschalk, Ahad
Ha’am: the Bible and the Biblical Tradition), MZEH ANRERR$119994F, F1-
53T [Optional]

Week 4: The Birth of the Jewish State

(1) Declaration of Independence
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20t0%20the%20Peace%20Pro
cess/Declaration%200f%20Establishment%200f%20State%200f%20Israel

(2) “Balfour Declaration,” “The Law of Return,” in Itamar Rabinovich and Jehuda
Reiharz, eds., Israel in the Middle East, pp. 29; 102-3.

(3) Shapira, Israel, pp.460-464.

Week S: A Jewish, Democratic and Western State?

(1) Alan Dowty, “Is Israel Democratic? Substance and Semantics in the ‘Ethnic
Democracy’ Debate,” Israel Studies 4:2 (1999), pp. 1-15.

(2) Aviezer Ravitzky, “Religious and Secular Jews in Israel: A Kulturkampf?” Israel

Democracy Institute, 2000.

(3) Sammy Smooha, “Is Israecl Western?” in Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Yitzhak
Sternberg, eds., Comparative Modernities: Pluralism versus Homogeneity: Essays in
Homage to Shmuel N. Eisenstadt. Leiden: Brill, 2005, pp. 413-442.


https://moodle.brandeis.edu/file.php/5608/Lectures/NordauJewryofMuscle.pdf
http://blogs.brandeis.edu/siis/files/2014/04/Sheppard_Ahad_Haam.pdf
http://blogs.brandeis.edu/siis/files/2014/04/Sheppard_Ahad_Haam.pdf
http://blogs.brandeis.edu/siis/files/2014/04/Sheppard_Ahad_Haam.pdf
http://blogs.brandeis.edu/siis/files/2014/04/Sheppard_Ahad_Haam.pdf
http://blogs.brandeis.edu/siis/files/2014/04/Sheppard_Ahad_Haam.pdf
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Declaration%20of%20Establishment%20of%20State%20of%20Israel
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Declaration%20of%20Establishment%20of%20State%20of%20Israel
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Declaration%20of%20Establishment%20of%20State%20of%20Israel
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Declaration%20of%20Establishment%20of%20State%20of%20Israel

(4) KE- /R ARG E ) (David Biale, “Jewish
Secularism”), inRIL% F 4 : { MEER EIH E ) (Lihong Song, ed., From Sinai to
China), ZE:F5E, 20124, §191-2027 . [Optional]

Week 6: Palestinians in Israel
(1) Elie Rekhess, The Arab Minority in Israel: An Analysis of the “Future Vision”
Documents, American Jewish Committee, 2008.

(2) Itamar Rabinovitch: “From ‘Israeli Arabs’ to ‘Israel’s Palestinian Citizens,” in
Rabinovich and Reiharz, doc. 51 (pp. 183-7).

(3) A= 5t : “Nakba: Bl X B H 18 # R [7] 5651012 (Al Rengui, “Nakba:
the Refugee Problem and its Traumatic Memory in Modern
Palestine”) ( B FIRIGHFFEN2013F 55210, H41-52T0,

(4) Sammy Smooha, “Ethnicity as a Factor in the Israeli Jews’ Attitudes toward
Arabs,” in Peter Molt and Helga Dickow, eds. Kuturen und Konflikte im Vergleich:
Comparing Cultures and Conflicts: Festschrift fur Theodor Hanf, Baden-Baden:
Nomos, 2007, pp. 300-319.

(5) Mahmoud Darwish, “The Appeal of the Palestinian People on the Fiftieth
Anniversary of al/-Nagba,” in Rabinovich and Reiharz, eds., Israel in the Middle East,
pp. 514-16 (doc. 140). [Optional)

Week 7: Jewish Ethnicities

(1) Eliezer Ben-Rafael, “Jewish Ethnicities in Israel,” in Alain Dieckhoff, ed.
Routledge Handbook on Modern Israel, London: Routledge, 2013, pp. 96-104.

2) Ella Shohat, “Rupture and Return: Zionist Discourse and the Study of Arab-
Jews,” Social Text 21, 2 (Summer, 2003), pp. 49-74.

(3)  RAEA(LEINH—K HRERLKXBE RO K FZ0E) (Zhou Chen, 4 New
Generation of Israel: the Formation and Impact of the Russian Jewish
Immigrants), N HMR%t, 20104, [Optional]

Week 8: Ethnic Minorities
(1) Steve Kaplan and Hagar Salamon, “Ethiopian Jews in Israel: A Part of the People

or Apart from the People,” in Uzi Rebhun and Chaim I. Waxman, eds., Jews in Israel:
Contemporary Social and Cultural Patterns, Brandies University Press, 2004, pp.
118-148.

Q) EF:“Eaezt A5 LUEIIERM X R (Wang Yu, “On the Relations between
the Druze Community and the State of

Israel”), (FTRIIBHEFHIZED), 20145F 518, 5576-87T1,

(3) Havatzelet Yahel, Ruth Kark, and Seth J. Frantzman, “Are the Negev Bedouin an

Indigenous People?” Middle East Quarterly, Summer 2012, pp. 3-14.
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Week 9: Women in Israel

(1) Hanna Herzog, “Israel’s Road to Feminism: 1973-2000,” in Rabinovich and
Reiharz, doc. 78 (pp. 287-96).

(2) Ruth Halpern-Kaddari, Women in Israel: A State of Their Own, University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2004, Chapter 11 (“The Halachic Trap: Marriage and Family
Life”).

(3) Pnina Lahav, “Roundtable on the Status of Women in Israel,” Israel Studies, vol.
18, no. 3 (2013), pp. 1-4.

Week 10: Israel and the Shoah

(1) 5KAH LT : (LA 5 58 ) (Zhang Qianhong, 4 History of Israel), 55185-188T o

(2) 4755 : (“SLHF B BT E1 5 LI 5 A A BB 24 890 12.) (Zhong Zhiging,
“Eichmann Trial and the Memory of the Holocaust in

Israel”), (P EEHITIE)20065F 545,

() RiILR “KEBRLNERKNE— N — GBI F R R E” (Lihong
Song, “Holocaust Memory and Jewish Identity: Reflections on an Israeli
Sinologist™), #{ILAITI20144, An abridged version, in three installments, is
available on the online Chinese version of The Times of Israel:
http://cn.timesofisrael.com/%E4%B8%80%E4%BD%8D%E4%BB%A5%E8%89%B
2%E5%88%97%E6%B1%89%ES5%AD%A6%ES%AE%B6%E7%9A%84%E6%8 A
%89%E6%8B%A9%EF%BC%88%E4%B8%8 A%EF%BC%89/

(4) Dina Porat, “Some Effects of the Holocaust on Israeli Society and Foreign

Policy,” in Aharon Oppenheimer, ed., Sino-Judaica: Jews and Chinese in Historical
Dialogue. An international colloquium, Nanjing, 11-19 October, Tel Aviv University,
1996, pp. 159-168.

(5) Anita Shapira, “The Holocaust: Private Memories, Public Memory,” Jewish Social
Studies (Winter, 1998), pp. 40-58.

Week 11: Party Politics

() EEBAUBINBSEBUEMZ) (Wang Yanmin, Party Politics in
Israel), NRHRR%L, 20144, 51-5. 60-76, 82-87, 117-130, 173-184, 185-
199, 231-253T1,

(2) EF (LB IIRFTHL{EARIBUES 5 ) (Wang Yu, “On Israeli Arab Citizen’s
Political Participation”), {BHiI{HH FREAZTI20105F 55288, 542-48T1,

(3) Ayreh Dayan, “Arye Deri’s Speech of April 23, 1997,” in Itamar Rabinovich and
Jehuda Reiharz, eds., Israel in the Middle East, pp. 459-462 (doc. 124).

(4) Shapira, Israel, pp. 393-399 (Shas); 403-406 (the judicial ascendance).



http://cn.timesofisrael.com/%E4%B8%80%E4%BD%8D%E4%BB%A5%E8%89%B2%E5%88%97%E6%B1%89%E5%AD%A6%E5%AE%B6%E7%9A%84%E6%8A%89%E6%8B%A9%EF%BC%88%E4%B8%8A%EF%BC%89/
http://cn.timesofisrael.com/%E4%B8%80%E4%BD%8D%E4%BB%A5%E8%89%B2%E5%88%97%E6%B1%89%E5%AD%A6%E5%AE%B6%E7%9A%84%E6%8A%89%E6%8B%A9%EF%BC%88%E4%B8%8A%EF%BC%89/
http://cn.timesofisrael.com/%E4%B8%80%E4%BD%8D%E4%BB%A5%E8%89%B2%E5%88%97%E6%B1%89%E5%AD%A6%E5%AE%B6%E7%9A%84%E6%8A%89%E6%8B%A9%EF%BC%88%E4%B8%8A%EF%BC%89/

Week 12: Religious Jews

(1) Shlomo Avineri, The Making of Modern Zionism, pp. 187-197 (“Rabbi Kook: The
Dialectics of Redemption™).

(2) Shapira, Israel, pp.342-346 (Gush Emunim).

(3) Samuel C. Heilman and Menachem Friedman, “Religious Fundamentalism and

Religious Jews: The Case of the Haredim,” in Martin E. Marty and R. Scott Appleby,

eds., Fundamentalism Observed, University of Chicago Press, 1991, pp. 197-264.

(4) Gideon Aran, “Jewish Zionist Fundamentalism: The Bloc of the Faithful in Israel

(Gush Emunim),” Ibid., pp. 265-344. [Optional]

5) B/RE {IMAANEEETE ) (Samuel Heilman, “Jews and

Fundamentalism”), inFR3L % F 45 : { MFAZ E| &1 [E ) (Lihong Song, ed., From Sinai

to China), ZELFIE, 20124, 55203-21671, [Optional]

Week 13: Reclaiming a Useful Jewish Past

(1) & A RFILLEBFIE 5% M) (Xu Long, Money of Ancient Judaea and the Sate
of Israel), HFREHHIMRAE], 20105, 5236-265T1FIEAR, (Compare the
symbols employed in ancient Jewish coins and modern Israeli coins.)

(2) Genesis 22:1-19. Haim Gouri (“Heritage”), Amir Gilboa (“Isaac”), Adi Nes
(“Abraham and Isaac”).

(3) Ruth Kartun-Blum, “Isaac Rebound: The Agedah as a Paradigm in Modern Israeli
Poetry,” Israel Affairs 1:3 (1995), pp. 185-202.

(4) Yael Zerubavel, “Patriotic Sacrifice and the Burden of Memory in Israeli Secular

National Hebrew Culture,” in Ussama Makdisi and Paul A. Silverstein, eds.,
Memory and Violence in the Middle East and North Africa, Indiana University
Press, 2006, pp. 73-100.

(5) Anita Shapira, “The Bible and the Israeli Identity,” AJS Review, 28:1 April 2004,

pp. 11-42.[optional]

Week 14: Israel and China

(1) #hH LAY 3 3Z4E (Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s letter to N.E.B. Ezra in support of Zionism) o
) SR E 4 (PFEERARK—LIEB S X R 1004 ) (Jonathan Goldstein, ed.,
China and Israel, 1948-1998: A Fifty Year

Retrospective), FEHEFZHME, 20064,

(3) Michael Freund, “From Kaifeng to the Kotel: A Chinese Rabbi in the Making,”
Asian Jewish Life, 7 (Sept 2011).

http://asianjewishlife.org/pages/articles/AJL Issue 7/AJL Feature Kaifeng.html

(4) Yiyi Chen, “China’s Relationship with Israel, Opportunities and Challenges,
Perspectives from China,” Israel Studies 17:3 (2012).


http://asianjewishlife.org/pages/articles/AJL_Issue_7/AJL_Feature_Kaifeng.html

(5) Bk TS (R E LU FIERSE 3£ 17710) (E. Zev Suffott, 4 China Diary:
Towards the Establishment of China-Israel Diplomatic
Relations), #F1EHMtt, 20004, [optional]

Weeks 15-16: Student Presentations




