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Course Description: 

The course introduces participants to the basic topics addressed by Israeli studies today, in particular as they 

relate to the society, culture and religion of the modern State of Israel. Special emphasis is placed on the 

controversies surrounding the integration of minorities and minority rights, with a view towards the country’s 

current legislation. The course will also look at Jewish society’s current divisions along ethnic lines, including 

their influence on socio-cultural processes. Attention is further paid to the interaction between Israel and the 

diaspora, including growing anti-Semitism in connection with the escalation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict or 

disputes over halakhic practices. The course concludes with a discussion of possible future developments while 

taking into account social and demographic data and the turbulent situation in the Middle East. 

 

 

Course outline for the winter semester: 

 Definition of Israeli studies – main challenges faced by the field. 

 Demographic and social contexts – contemporary trends in the State of Israel.  

 “A Jewish and Democratic State”: Ethnocracy or democracy? 

 The dilemma of multiculturalism: Specific aspects of Israeli legislation. 

 The diversity of Israeli minorities: Ethnic, ethno-religious and religious groups. 

 Ashkenazim, Sephardim, Mizrahim: Inter-ethnic divisions of Israeli Jewish society. 

 Orthodox, Conservative, Reform: Different streams of Judaism and their impact. 

 The institution of the army in terms of socialization and enculturation. 

 Understanding to Israeli-Palestinian differing narratives. 

 

Course outline for the spring semester: 

 Israeli Jewish identity/ies in the third millennium. 

 Israelis and the Shoa: Ways of reflecting across three generations. 

 Communicating vessels: The State of Israel and anti-Semitism in the diaspora. 

 Contemporary prospects for European Jews: Aliyah, assimilation, anti-Semitism? 

 Being Jewish according to halakhah: Conversion and intermarriage. 

 Gender and Judaism I: The situation of Orthodox feminists using the example of the “Women of the 

Wall”. 

 Gender and Judaism II: Women ordination as rabbis. 

 Start-up nation or Theocracy: Possible future developments. 
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Recommended websites: 

Yedioth Ahronoth: www.ynetnews.com 

Haaretz: http://www.haaretzdaily.com/ 

The Jerusalem Post: http://www.jpost.com/ 

Central Bureau of Statistics: http://www1.cbs.gov.il/reader/cw_usr_view_Folder?ID=141 

Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs: http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/ 

 

 

 

Final assessment is based on oral presentation during the Israel Week (see below) and 

written test. 

 

Prague Centre for Jewish Studies is annually organizing “Israel Week at Charles University: The Future of 

Israel Studies in the Czech Republic”. The project’s aim is to identify the main subjects of Israel studies 

covered by Czech and foreign scholars while also forging ties between the Czech academic world and Israeli and 

other international institutions. The project serves as a starting point for accreditation of M.A. program in Israel 

studies at Charles University’s Faculty of Arts.  
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