Perspectives on the Holocaust:  

A Team Taught Interdisciplinary Course

Fall 2018 --FR/GR/ SP/ IT/ WL 270   SOC 272 IHP 203

JWST 272  PJCR  272 THEO 241

M-W-F 11:00-11:50   644 College Hall

Professors:

Dr. Mark Frisch, Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, 

535 College Hall, 412-396-6405 - (office), 412-365 – 2170 (home), <frisch@duq.edu>, Office Hours M W 12: 00 – 1:00, 3:00 – 3:30 pm.  Mondays and Wednesdays and by Appointment

Dr. Matthew Schneirov, Department of Sociology,  517 College Hall, 412-396-6494 (office), 412-986-4638 (cell), schneirov@duq.edu, Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 – 2:00 pm  and by Appointment

GOALS/ OBJECTIVES:  This course provides students with: 

· An understanding of the social, historical and cultural origins of the Holocaust, including the effects of European anti-Semitism, nationalism, the Weimar Republic, and World Wars I and II.   A realization that the Holocaust was not an accident in history – it occurred because of choices made by individuals, organizations, and governments.

· A detailed understanding of specific events during the Holocaust, particularly from primary sources.  An understanding of the numerous aspects of this history and its connection with World War II.

· An understanding of the range of responses to the Holocaust on the part of Jewish communities, Christian Europeans and their institutions, and by countries such as the United States.

·  An exploration of perspectives and explanations of the Holocaust including sociology, social psychology, and history.

· An understanding of some of the prominent artistic-literary, cultural, philosophical, and theological responses to the Holocaust.

· Engagement with the moral issues raised by the Holocaust.

· Experience through in-depth research, writing, and presentation of various aspects of the Holocaust.
· An exploration of the aftermath of the Holocaust and the lessons (if any) that it presents to us.
METHODOLOGY:  Various methods will be employed in the classroom to facilitate learning:  lectures, Socratic question and answer dialogues, class discussion, among others.  Readings will be discussed in some detail.  Students are expected to complete the assigned readings and prepare the lessons before each class, and come to class ready to participate.  During the course of the semester, students will write some short reaction papers and two research papers,  6-10 pages in length  to be handed in at the end of each segment.  There will be a final exam during finals week, with the questions distributed ahead of time.  Students may also be asked to view some movies outside of class. 

GRADING: As noted above, each student will be required to submit two research papers  and a final exam.  Each student will be expected to come to class prepared and to participate actively.  


           Eight Short Papers 40%                       
                    Midterm / Final Exam 50%

                    Attendance and Participation 10%     
HONORS COLLEGE STUDENTS:   As this course also qualifies as an Honors College course, we are asking Honors college students to turn in one research papers, one for relating to either segment of the course.  These papers can be based on one of the topics offered for papers.  
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Plagiarism and cheating are grounds for failing a class and/or expulsion from the University.  Plagiarism includes taking someone else's work for your own or having someone else write a paper for you before handing it in.  Using published materials without citation or quotation marks as if it were your own is plagiarism.  So is closely paraphrasing, or slightly rewording an author’s published work without acknowledging it as your source.  Ideas and words of others that are used in your papers must be accompanied by citations that give the title, author, and publication information of the source of the idea or words.   

In keeping with the university’s policy regarding academic integrity, plagiarism includes “the use, whether by summary, paraphrase, or direct quotation…of the work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment” (Faculty Handbook, p. 81).  See also the Student Handbook, p. 11 http://www.duq.edu/frontpages/aboutdu/student_handbook.pdf
CLASS PARTICIPATION / ATTENDANCE:  This will be a student-centered class, which means preparation before coming to class and active participation in class are required.  Participation is a significant part of your grade.  Your class participation grade is composed of four parts, oral quality, oral quantity, homework, and attendance.  All four parts are interrelated.  If you are not attending, you are not participating orally.  However, more is required than just attending. All students are expected to come to class prepared having read assignments, participate constructively in class and to contribute to an environment that fosters mutual learning. 

Students are responsible for finding out from classmates about material covered or assignments given.  If you miss more than three classes during the semester your overall class participation grade will be affected.  Numerical grades for class participation range from 0 to 100, with most grades between 50 and 95.  

As a courtesy to the professor and the other students,  all cell phones, computers, and other electronic devices are to be turned off and put away during class time.   All phones not put away are to be placed on the table in the table in front of the class or they will be confiscated .  Sending or receiving text messages in class is disrespectful and disruptive both to other students and to the professors and diverts your attention from your learning.  

Appropriate classroom behavior is expected.  “The responsibility for acting in a manner 

which promotes an atmosphere of learning” is an obligation of every student. (Student 

Handbook, p. 4).  Showing respect and consideration for fellow students and the professor is essential to the maintenance of a good learning environment.  

DISABILITIES:  Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations if needed.  If you need accommodations, please contact the Office of Freshman Development and Special Services in 309 Duquesne Union (421 396-6657) as soon as possible.  Accommodations will not be granted retroactively.  

ESSAY GRADING GUIDELINES:  In many undergraduate courses, and in most graduate courses, the ability to write well is extremely important.  The fundamentals of good writing can be sub-divided into four component parts: content, form, style and mechanics.  (Content refers to what you say.  Form, style, etc., the structuring of your paper and describe how you say it)
CRITERIA USED IN GRADING PAPERS:

1.  Does the paper’s first paragraph clearly state the central question that the paper will answer and how the paper has been organized to answer it?  Or does the introduction consist of hazy generalities without specifying the intent of the paper and its organization?

2.  Does the paper go on to actually address, in detail and in depth, the central question that the introduction identifies?

3.  Does the author provide evidence for the paper’s assertions by using specific and appropriate examples from the readings or other sources?  Does the author include an explanation of how the examples illustrate the concepts in question?

4.  Does the author clearly define central concepts, terms, and ideas, or are such terms and concepts left vague and general?

5.  Does the author introduce, identify, and explain the significance of quoted matter, or do quotations just appear with no introduction or explanation?

6.  Does each paragraph express one main idea, or do paragraphs mix several distinct ideas? 

7.  Does the author provide a conclusion linked to the paper’s central question, as set out in the introduction?

8.  Are there multiple spelling and grammar errors, or has the paper been proofread to eliminate such errors?  

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Upon completion of the course, students will come away with a detailed understanding of what the Holocaust was and will appreciate how respect, understanding, and social justice for all races, religions, and cultures must be a common concern for all.  

1.  After surveying the long history and the causes of anti-Semitism, the students will be able to weigh whether the Holocaust was an isolated aberration, as some claim, or a product of the prejudices and stereotypes passed from generation to generation and affecting attitudes and behavior toward Jews.    

2.  The students will be able to examine, scrutinize, analyze, and interpret diverse written, oral, and visual statements about this and similar events.  They will determine for themselves whether the claims of the Holocaust deniers are correct or not.     

3.  Students will be able to explain and reflect on a number of key debates and issues raised by the Holocaust including the way in which this event reflects on larger issues in the modern world as well as the specific path taken by Germany to the Holocaust.

4. Students will have an understanding of the roots and preconditions of the Holocaust as well as understanding of this event in various contexts and perspectives, including those of the perpetrators, victims and bystanders.  They will also have a more thorough understanding of Jewish culture and Judaism in general.

5. Students will undertake an exploration of the aftermath of the Holocaust and contemplate the lessons (if any) that it presents to us.
Perspectives on the Holocaust Syllabus

TEXTS:      Required

Beckett, S.  Waiting for Godot. Grove Press, 1982.
Langer, Lawrence L.  Ed.  Art from the Ashes : A Holocaust Anthology. 

      New York:  Oxford Univ. Press, 1995.
Kafka, Franz.  The Metamorphosis. 

Peter Hayes, Why? Explaining the Holocaust (Norton) 
Peter Hayes, How Was It Possible: A Holocaust Reader (Nebraska) 

Spiegelman, A. Maus I & II My Father Bleeds History. New York: Pantheon Books, 1991.

Selections from various works, available on Blackboard and  at Gumberg Library’s Electronic  Reserve

Recommended
Bauer, Yehuda.  A History of the Holocaust.  Rev. Edition.  New York: Franklin Watts, 2001.  (Recommended)
Syllabus
The Sociology and History of the Holocaust
August 27 (Monday) Introduction to the Course
August 29 (Wednesday): What was the Holocaust and Who are the Jews?

August 31 (Friday): Who are the Jews? 

Bauer, chpt. 1 (recommended)

September 3: No Class—Labor Day
September 5 (Wednesday) The Context—Short and Long-Term Causes of the Holocaust

From religious to modern anti-Semitism, resentment of Jewish progress in western Europe, Jewish segregation and pogroms in Eastern Europe and Russia, the turmoil in the Weimar Republic in the aftermath of World War 1.

Reading: HR (Peter Hayes Reader, How Was It Possible?), articles by Hayes, Wistrich and Burleigh), pp. 3-30.

Bauer (recommended) chpts. 2,3 and 4

September 7 (Friday):  Continued

Reading: HR, chpt. 1, articles by Fischer and Mendelson, pp. 53-105 

September 10 (Monday): Movie TBA (Jewish Holiday of Rosh Hashanah)

Continue with the reading, Hayes, Why? chpts. 1 and 2 (pp. 3-72).

Paper 1 Due Wednesday, September 12

Topic: The readings during the first few weeks explore the various contexts, short and long term that can explain the causes of the Holocaust. Relying on multiple articles in HR chpt. 1, Why? Chpts. 1 and 2, discuss the various forms of anti-Semitism that Jews experienced in Western Europe on the one hand and in Central and Eastern Europe on the other. Pay special attention to the ways in which anti-Semitism changed over time and how it took different forms in different places. Also discuss (and this is a different topic) the rise of “scientific” racism and finally the more short- term causes of “Germany’s turmoil” during the years of the Weimar Republic. 

September 12 (Wednesday): The Nazi Regime, 1933-1939

Aryanization and the creation of a Volk Gemeinschaft, the gradual dehumanization of German Jews, how German Jews reacted.

Reading: HR, chpt. 2 pp. 109-143 and Yad Vashem, “Prelude to Murder” from “How Was It All Possible (Available on Blackboard) and Bauer (recommended) chpts.  5 and 6.

September 14 (Friday): Continued

Reading:  HR, chpt. 2, pp. 144-173.

September 17 (Monday): The New Order in Europe (1939-1943)

Demographic engineering, Hitler’s euthanasia policy, forced and slave labor, the plunder of Jewish wealth.

Reading: HR, chpt. 4, pp. 257-284 and Why? Chpt. 3 and Bauer (recommended) chpts. 7 and 10

September 19 (Wednesday): Movie TBA (Jewish Holiday of Yom Kippur)

Continue with reading, Hayes, chpt. 4, pp. 285-330.

Bauer (recommended), chpts. 7 and 10

September 21 (Friday): Jews In The Nazi Grip

Ghettoization in the East, the Judenrat, ghetto uprisings and resistance.

Reading: HR, chpt. 5, pp. 333-3701 and Bauer (recommended), chpt. 8

September 24 (Monday): Continued

Reading: HR, chpt. 5, pp. 371-411 and Bauer (recommended) chpt. 8.

Paper Topic #2 Due Monday, September 24

Between 1939 and 1941 Nazi Germany conquered most of Europe. Discuss the nature of the policies of the Nazi’s in the conquered territories including forced population movements, the racial war” in the East (after Operation Barbarossa), Nazi plunder of the wealth of governments and of Jews and the creation of ghettos in Poland and the USSR.

September 24 (Monday): The German Killers and Their Methods

The Einstzgruppen and the Order Police, the Wansee Conference, Ordinary Men or ideologically committed warriors, why the killing was spatially concentrated and occurred within 21 months.

Reading: HR, chpt. 6, pp. 427-480 and Bauer (recommended), chpt. 9.

September 26 (Wednesday): Continued

Reading: Why? Chpts. 4 and 6.

September 28 (Friday): Continued

Reading: HR, chpt. 6, pp.  481-526.

Paper Topic #3: Due Monday, October 1

In Why? (chapter 4) Hayes asks why the Nazi mass murder of European Jews (6 of 9 million) was so sweeping and concentrated (concentrated geographically and also in terms of the time span of only 21 months)? How does he answer this question in both this chapter as well as the Reader, chpt. 6? To what extent was the “final solution” planned ahead of time or did it evolve in response to particular problems the Nazis encountered during the war? Also discuss the Nazi murderers’ motivations and the debate between Goldhagen and Browning on this question (were the murderers ideologically motivated or were there other more everyday motives?).  You may find the articles by Roserman, Rhodes and Westermann particularly relevant.

October 1 (Monday): The Question of Resistance

Reading: Why? Chpt.  (on resistance) and Bauer (recommended), chpt. 11

October 3 (Wednesday) Onlookers, Collaborators and Rescuers

Why did various countries, institutions and individuals in Nazi occupied territories and among the “Allies” actively support, or look the other way? Why didn’t the U.S. and its allies do more to help? What was the role of the Catholic Church? To what extent did Jews resist Nazi terror and how?

Reading: Why? Chpt. 7

October 5 (Friday): Continued

Reading: HR, chpt. 7 (articles by Hayes, Friedlander and Phayer)

October 8 (Monday): Continued

Reading: HR, chpt. 8 (articles by Hayes, Good, Paulsson and Brietman) 

October 10 (Wednesday): Aftermath

Trials of perpetrators, was there justice? Restitution for victims, Europe’s DPs, Holocaust denial and incomprehension, modernity and the Holocaust, lessons of the Holocaust, the current wave of right-wing populism.

Reading: Why, chpt. 8 and Bauer (recommended), chpts. 13 and 14.

October 12: (Friday): Continued

Reading: HR, chpt. 9, pp. 755-800

October 15 (Monday): Continued

Reading: HR, chpt. 9, pp. 801-868

Fourth Paper Due Wednesday, October 17

Do ONE of the following topics (choose one):

#1 Relying on Why? chapter 8 and the article by Eva Hoffman in the Reader, p.866 (as well as any other relevant articles) critically assess Hayes’ discussion in Why? of the features of the post-Holocaust world that could “have affected the potential for new outbreaks of anti-Semitism.” (starting on p 332). In addition, critically assess Hayes’ discussion of the “lessons of the Holocaust (pp. 336-343). What relevance does this have in light of what’s happening today in the U.S. and elsewhere?

#2 Why did various countries, institutions and individuals in Nazi occupied territories (and in Germany itself) actively support the Nazis or look the other way? Why didn’t the U.S. and its allies do more to help? What was the role of the Catholic Church?  Refer to multiple readings in HR chpts. 7 and 8 and in Why? chpt. 7.

October 17 (Wednesday): Review for Exam

October 19 (Friday) Exam

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Literature and Film of the Holocaust
Jewish Life Before the Holocaust in Europe:  Who are the Jews?  
Modernism
October 22nd  (Monday)    Overview of Holocaust chronology,   

          Sholom Aleichem, “The Town of the Little People,” “Modern Children,” “Hodel,”   “Chava,” “On Account of a Hat” (Electronic Reserve ER);  Fiddler on the Roof
October 24th (Wednesday)       Sholom Aleichem

October 26th (Friday)    Sholom Aleichem     
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
October 29th (Monday)    Sholom Aleichem, “The Town of the Little People, “Modern Children,” “Hodel,” “Chava” (Electronic Reserve ER).  

               Sholom Aleichem, “On Account of a Hat” (Electronic Reserve ER);

October  31st  (Wednesday)  Sholom Aleichem, “On Account of a Hat” (Electronic Reserve ER);    Kafka   The Metamorphosis
Paper 5 Topic:  Modernism and Cultural Conflict Before the Holocaust:   Using examples from the texts and the film Fiddler on the Roof, describe the cultural conflicts that Sholom Aleichem is trying to capture (Pre-Modern – Modern, Jewish – Ukranian / Russian)
November 1st  (Thursday)   All Saints Day.   All University Classes Cancelled

November 2nd  (Friday)        Kafka  Metamorphosis  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

November 5th (Monday)         Kafka, The Metamorphosis   Read Auden “Refugee   

                                                Blues” (Electronic Reserve);   Read     Spiegelman,  Maus I  

November 6th   Election Day.   It is important to vote!! 
           The Holocaust  -   The Rise of the Nazis and the Final Solution

 November 7th (Wednesday)    The Weimar Republic.  Dr. Edith Krause   
                                            Read Joshua Sobol Acts I & II 

                        Ghetto   Art from the Ashes   pp. 477-528
November 9th  (Friday)      Ghetto  Act III  pp 528 -549; Andre Schwarz-Bart, “The Last of the Just”   (Electronic Reserve  ER) (in Whirlwind, pp. 84-103);

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
November 12th   (Monday)     “The Last of the Just;”  Tadeusz Borowski, “This Way for the Gas, Ladies and  Gentlemen,”  Art from the Ashes  pp. 342-56

Kristalnacht Program   Roger Frie   7:00 pm Monday, November 12th!  Attendance required.
November 14th (Wednesday)       Art from the Ashes Sara Nomberg-Prztyk  “The Verdict”  263-70;  Primo Levi “The Drowned and the  Saved”  (Electronic Reserve ER)  in Whirlwind, pp. 208-226.   

Paper Topic 6: Dehumanization:  How to represent it?:  Kafka, Auden, Schwarz -Bart,  Spiegelman Maus I, and Bauer employ different methods to represent to us the dehumanization that Jews suffered under the Nazis. Briefly describe some of these and compare the similarities and differences in the way in which at least three of the authors represent that dehumanization to the reader. Which method(s) is (are)  most effective in communicating that to us?  
November16th  (Friday)  Primo Levi    “Shame ”  Art from the Ashes  pp. 108-118;  Poetry  Dan Pagis.  View Goldhaugen’s documentary Film Genocide:  Worse than War over break and return ready to discuss it

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

November 17th  - 25th Thanksgiving Break!!! AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYUUUUUUUUUUMMMMMMM!!!!!!!!!---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
     November 26th   (Monday)     Poetry: Dan Pagis, Art from the Ashes  pp. 588-592  

       “The Leaden Plates of Romm’s Printing Works” (ER)  

               Eli Wiesel “A Plea for the Dead”  Art from the Ashes   pp. 138-52

November. 28th (Wednesday)             Primo Levi “Shema” (ER);   Read Maus II
                                   Night and Fog – Film

Responses to the Holocaust  -  The Postmodern Turn

November 30th (Friday)     Borges Short Stories;  “Two Kings and Two Labyrinths”  
                   “The “Library of Babel” “Babylonian Lottery”

                               Read Waiting for Godot  - Beckett        Discuss    Maus II

Paper Topic 7:  Resistance? Life (and  Death) in the Ghettos and the  Camps:  Discuss the life in the ghettos immediately before being sent to the death and labor camps, hierarchy in the camps, what it took to survive, and how some people survived.  (Luck, ingenuity, selfishness, selflessness, strength etc.). Potential works to refer to:     Ghetto, “This Way to the Gas…,”  “The Drowned and the Saved”    “The Verdict”  the film Night and Fog, Maus I & II, Bauer.  Engage  “The Leaden Plates of Romm’s Printing Works,”  and/or Wiesel’s “A Plea for the Dead” about survival and resistance, examples of resistance,  why there wasn’t more resistance and what it says about our judging the survivors and the dead.        
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      

December 3rd    (Monday)  Read Wiesel, “An Evening Guest” Electronic Reserve  (in Whirlwind,  pp. 3-9  Read Abraham Joshua Heschel,  “No Religion is an Island” (Link to Article on Blackboard)   
December 5th  (Wednesday)      Read        Wiesel, “An Evening Guest” 
                               Electronic Reserve  (in Whirlwind,  pp. 3-9);  Abraham Joshua 
                              Heschel, “No Religion is an Island” (Link to article on Blackboard)  
December  7th    (Friday)  Wiesel, Heschel                      

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 December 10th   (Monday)    Wiesel;  Beckett,  Abraham Joshua Heschel, “No Religion is an Island” (Link to article on Blackboard)    Review
Tuesday, December 11th Classes meet according to Thursday Schedule

 Wednesday, December 12th    Reading Day   

Paper Topic 8 -  Aftermath of the Holocaust:   Discuss how at least  three of the last readings of the course  reflect a shift toward pluralistic models stressing the limits of what we can know with certainty:   “A Plea for the Dead,”  Borges’ short stories (“The Library of  Bible” and “Two Kings and Two Labyrinths”), Maus II, Waiting for Godot, “An Evening Guest,” “No Religion is an Island,”       You will write this during the final exam.  You will be allowed to bring in notes, but not the final written essay.  
Final Exams:  Thursday,  December 13th to Wednesday, December 19th  
 Our Final Exam:   Friday, Dec. 14th   8:30 AM – 10:30 AM
1
11

