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1861-5 American Civil War 

 
1860 
 
 
 
 

 
1860 The Alliance Israelite 
Universalle. 
 
          1867 Full emancipation              
…      Austria – Hungary. 

 
1860-1 Mishkenot Sha’ananim 
   
 

 
 
 
 
1876 Bell invents telephone 

 
 
1870 
 
 
 

 
1870 Lovers of Zion 
 
1867 contact renewed between 
Ethiopian and European Jews 
 

 
1870 Mikveh Yisrael agricultural school opened 
 
 
1878 First collective farm – moshav 
Petach Tikvah, Sharon Valley 

  
 
1880 
 
 
 
 

 
1881 Pogroms Russia 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1890 

1891 Baron de Hirsch sets up Jewish 
Colonialisation Society for Argentina 
and USA 
1894-1906 Dreyfus Affair 
1896 Herzl The Jewish State 
1897 Cairo Genizah rediscovered 

 

 
1903 Kishniev Pogrom 
 
1905 Russian Revolution 
 
1908 Young Turk 
revolution 

 
 
1900 

 
 
 
1903 August –  
Uganda Controversy  
 
1906-7 Peak immigration  
to US for Jews 

 
 
1909 Tel Aviv founded 
 
1909-1910 First Kibbutz – Degania  
on Lake Galilee 

 
1912 Titanic Sinks 
 
 
 
 
 
1917 Russian Revolution 

 
 
1910 

 
 
 
 
1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement 
 
 
1917 Balfour Declaration 

 
 
 
 
1917 General Allenby conquers 
Palestine for British – end to 400  
years of Ottoman Rule! 

 
 
 
 
1922 League of Nations  
1926 Stalin takes power in 
USSR 
1929 Wall St Crash 

 
 
1920 

1920 4 million Jews in USA 
1921-4 USA dramatically cuts  
Jewish immigration 
1922 The Jewish Agency set up to 
deal with the Mandate 
1925 Hebrew University established 
Mount Scopus 

 
1920 British give Arabs and Jews  
right to run internal affairs in  
Palestine 
1920-1 Arab riots in Palestine 
1929 Arab riots in Palestine 
1929 Work begins on port at Haifa 

 
1932 Franklin D Roosevelt 
elected President  
 
1933 Hitler elected in 
Germany 
 
 
 

 
 
1930 

 
Nuremburg Laws in Germany come 
into force 
 
1937 British Mandate proposes  
two state solution. 
 

 
1931 Jabotinsky breaks with Hagannah 
Establishes Irgun Tzva Leumi (Etzel) 
 
 
1936-9 Arab riots in Palestine 
 
 

 
 

Fifth A
liyah 

1929 – 1939 
165,00! G

erm
an refuges  and 

Educated professionals 

First A
liyah 

1882-1902 

Early Zionist writers first publish… 
1878 Eliezer Ben-Yehuda 
1882 Leon Pinsker 
1889 Ahad Ha’am 

Baron de Hirsch 1831-96 

Second A
liyah 

1903-1914 
Socialist-Zionist. Labor &

 K
ibbutz m

ovem
ent 

1897 1st Zionist 
Congress 

  Third  A
liyah 

      1919-1923 
35,000! A

griculture and  
U

rban expansion 

Fourth A
liyah 

1924-1932 
60,000 Polish &

 U
rban Jew

s 

1920 Prohibition USA 

Vladimir (Ze’ev) Jabotinsky 1880-1940 

1914-1918 World War I 

1860 Levi Strauss  - 
Jeans on sale! 
 

1864 Mendele Mokher Sforim  
publishes first short story (Sholem 
Abramovitz (1836-1917) 

1930s Stalin destroys 
Soviet Jewish culture 

Avraham Mapu 1808-1867 
1853 Publishes first book 

Timeline of Hebrew Authors and Zionist History 
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Nov 1945-Oct 1946 
Nuremberg Trials of Nazi 
war criminals 
 

 
 
 
1940 

 
1947 Dead Sea Scrolls found 
1947 Nov 27th, UN partition’s 
Palestine 
1948 120 Arabs massacred in Deir 
Yassin village by Jews. 4 days later 
77 Jews in medical convey killed in 
reprisals 

1940 Palmach – strike force of Hagannah 
(expands operations during war as does  
Etzel until 1944) 
1940 Stern Gang (Lehi) breaks from Etzel 
1944-8 Etzel and Lehi conduct terrorist 
operations including bombings,  
assassinations, etc. 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1950 

 
 
 
 
1953 Yad Vashem built 

 
 
 
1950 Jordan annexes West Bank  
            1950 Law of return 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1960 

  
 
1960-1 Adolf Eichmann tried in Jerusalem 

 
 
1970 PLO expelled from 
Jordan – move operations 
to South Lebanon 
 
 

 
 
1970 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1979 Iranian Revolution 
Mass departure of Jews from Iran 

 
 
 
 
1977 Anwar Sadat of Egypt visits Israel 
1977 Begin becomes Prime Minister 
 
1979 Israel-Egypt Peace Agreement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1989 Berlin Wall falls! 
 

 
 
1980 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1990 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1993 Oslo Peace Accords 
 
 
 
1995 Yitzhak Rabin shot dead at peace rally 

 
11 September 2001 World 
Trade Centre destroyed 
 
 
 
Jan 2006 Hamas wins 
Palestinian Elections 

 
2000 

  
May 2000 Israel withdraws from Lebanon 
 after 22 years. 
 
 
April 2004 Ariel Sharon plans Gaza withdrawal  
August 2005 Israel withdraws from Gaza 
Jan 2006 Sharon goes into comma in office. 

 

Sami Chetrit b. 1960 

1987-1993 First Intifada  

1956 Suez Campaign War 
 

Oct 6-26th 1973 Yom Kippur War 

6 June 1982 War in 
Lebanon begins 

1939-1945 World War II 
1933-1945 

The Holocaust (Shoah) 
 

1945-48  
85,000 illegal im

m
igrants 

 enter  Palestine 

1948-1952 
Mass immigration 
doubles Jewish 
population to 1.3 
million 

1954 Start of 
Rock ‘n’ roll 

Sep 2000 Second Intifada (Al Aqsa) 
Yassir Arafat 1929-2004 

1989 R
ussian A

liyah 
700,000 Soviet Jew

s m
igrate to Israel 

1984-5 Ethiopians 
8,000 airlifted from

 Sudan 
in O

peration M
oses,  

800 in operation Joshua  

1991 First Gulf War 

1991 Ethiopian A
liyah 

14,325 Jew
s airlifted 

1994 Israel-Jordan Peace Agreement 
Agreement 

David Grossman b. 1954 

Mahmud Darwish b. 1941 

Na’im Araidi b. 1950 
 

Amos Oz b. 1939 

A. B. Yehoshua b. 1936 

S. Yizhar (Yizhar Smilansky) b. 1916 

Ghassan Kanafani 1936-1972 

14 May 1948  
State of Israel established 

1948-49  
 War of Independence 

1947 4,515 refugees 
on Exodus deported  

1949-50 
 O

peration M
agic 

C
arpet 50,000 

Y
em

enite Jew
s 

 

1950-51 
O

peration  Ezra 
and N

ehem
iah  

120,000 Iraqi Jew
s 

 

Binyamin Tammuz 1919-1989 

Samir el-Youssef b. 1965 

Etgar Keret b. 1967 

Yehuda Amichai. 1924-2000 

Dahlia Rabikovitch 1936-2005 

June 5-10 1967 
Six Day War 

1968-70 War of Attrition  


