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Stanford Out of Occupied Palestine meets in El
Centro. (PHOTO COURTESY OF STANFORD OUT OF

OCCUPIED PALESTINE)
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A petition asking Stanford to divest from corporations that students claim engage in “specific practices
that commit human rights abuses and violate international law” in the Palestinian Territories will be
discussed in the ASSU Undergraduate Senate on Tuesday. The petition has been in the works since last
summer, when, motivated by the violence in Gaza, several students began talking about taking action.

Among them was Sherif Ibrahim, a first-year
graduate student in African studies and one of
the leaders of the Stanford Out of Occupied
Palestine (SOOP) divestment movement that
came from those discussions.

“The damage literally was inhumane. I couldn’t
believe what was happening and I couldn’t
believe…that people were debating whether
this was a human rights issue or not,” Ibrahim
said about the conflict in Gaza. “We have
privilege and we should use that privilege to
confront the issues over there.”

Not everyone on campus agrees with the
divestment movement’s goals or characterizations of the issue. On Wednesday, Jan. 21, several students
launched an anti-divestment website and petition.

Josh Grinberg ’15, one of the student organizers of the anti-divestment efforts, says he was motivated to
act because he believes the divestment movement is misguided and factually inaccurate. According to
Grinberg, the movement “imposes the entire blame for the Arab-Israeli conflict on Israel.”

“It doesn’t recognize…that on at least three occasions Israel offered to make peace with the Palestinians,
and on all of those occasions the Palestinian leadership refused those offers,” said Grinberg.

On campus, proponents and critics of divestment often disagree on issues such as the circumstances
surrounding the wall dividing the West Bank and Israel.

“It literally separates populations based on ethnic and religious identities,” said Ibrahim about the wall.
Grinberg, however, thinks characterizations such as these ignore the greater context of the situation.

“What they [supporters of divestment] don’t
mention…[is] why the security wall is there,”
Grinberg said. “It was put in place to provide
security for Israelis, and after the wall was built
the number of terrorist attacks in Israel went
down by like 98%.”

Another reason Grinberg opposes divestment
efforts at Stanford is because he feels

Top Headlines

The Weekend Edition

Hot Topic: Campus Climate

Brown Institute showcase features tour
guide drones, defense contract database

Q&A with Dr. Inge Hansen on World
Sexual Health Day

Roble Hall institutes new sustainability
initiative

Research links Tea Party to racial hostility

Full Moon on the Quad moved to winter
quarter

Q&A with Adam Klein ’13, contestant on
‘Survivor’

Q&A with Harry Elliott, editor-in-
chief of the Stanford Review
May 5, 2016

A look back on the 17th ASSU
Undergraduate Senate
April 28, 2016

Tweets by @Stanford_Dailyhttps://t.co/pnWfu3QGqn: 2 days ago, The Stanford Daily Stanford Daily headlines: 9/27/2016 - https://t.co/CLSbggr8MZ: 3 days ago, The Stanford Daily

Tweet Like 26

An Inconvenient Truth: Campus Climate warms

upNFL Draft

SearchMultimediaNEWS SPORTS OPINIONS ARTS & LIFE the Grind Features Archives About

Tips

Compiled by the Faculty Action Network

http://www.stanforddaily.com/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2015/02/02/a-petition-asking-stanford-to-divest-from-corporations-that-students-claim-engage-in-specific-practices-that-commit-human-rights-abuses-and-violate-international-law-in-the-palestini/soop-photo/
http://stanforddaily.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/new.020415.antidivest.jpg
http://www.stanforddaily.com/author/sarah-wishingrad/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/author/sarah-wishingrad/
http://www.soopalestine.org/
http://coalitionforpeace.com/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/09/30/brown-institute-showcase-features-tour-guide-drones-defense-contract-database/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/09/30/qa-with-dr-inge-hansen-on-world-sexual-health-day/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/09/29/roble-hall-institutes-new-sustainability-initiative/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/09/29/research-links-tea-party-to-racial-hostility/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/09/29/full-moon-on-the-quad-moved-to-winter-quarter/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/09/29/qa-with-adam-klein-13-contestant-on-survivor/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/05/05/qa-with-harry-elliot-editor-in-chief-of-the-stanford-review/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/05/05/qa-with-harry-elliot-editor-in-chief-of-the-stanford-review/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2016/04/28/a-look-back-on-the-17th-assu-undergraduate-senate/
https://t.co/pnWfu3QGqn
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=Stanford_Daily
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=Stanford_Daily
https://t.co/CLSbggr8MZ
https://t.co/CLSbggr8MZ
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=Stanford_Daily
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stanforddaily.com%2F2015%2F02%2F02%2Fa-petition-asking-stanford-to-divest-from-corporations-that-students-claim-engage-in-specific-practices-that-commit-human-rights-abuses-and-violate-international-law-in-the-palestini%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Students%20petition%20Stanford%20to%20divest%20from%20certain%20corporations%20in%20Israel&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stanforddaily.com%2F2015%2F02%2F02%2Fa-petition-asking-stanford-to-divest-from-corporations-that-students-claim-engage-in-specific-practices-that-commit-human-rights-abuses-and-violate-international-law-in-the-palestini%2F&via=Stanford_Daily
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2015/05/27/final_avan-inconvenient-truth-campus-climate-warms-up/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2015/05/27/final_avan-inconvenient-truth-campus-climate-warms-up/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2015/05/01/stanfords-nfl-prospects/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2015/05/01/stanfords-nfl-prospects/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/category/multimedia/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/category/news/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/category/sports/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/category/opinions/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/category/intermission/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/category/thegrind/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/category/features/
http://stanforddailyarchive.com/
http://www.stanforddaily.com/tips/


9/30/2016 Students petition Stanford to divest from certain corporations in Israel | Stanford Daily

http://www.stanforddaily.com/2015/02/02/apetitionaskingstanfordtodivestfromcorporationsthatstudentsclaimengageinspecificpracticesthatcommit… 2/4

Enter your email address

Powered by News@me

An anti-divestment movement has sprung up on
campus in response to calls for Stanford to divest

from certain companies with dealings in Israel
(PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSH GRINBERG)
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personally targeted.

“I feel threatened by the movement,” he
explained. “I’m part Israeli, and I feel like this is
an attack against Israel.”

Ibrahim said that the divestment movement has the opposite intention.

“We want Jewish students to feel welcome and we’re trying to figure out how to do that,” Ibrahim said.
But he added that the current conversation, addressing only how Jewish and Israeli students feel about
divestment, is too narrow.

“We can talk about campus climate while people are actually suffering in the Palestinian Territories,”
Ibrahim said. “In Gaza, thousands were killed over the summer and Palestinian civilians are killed every
other week. The question is never ‘how do Arab students feel on campus?’ It’s always a one-sided
conversation, and it needs to be a conversation that includes everybody.”

Ibrahim contended that the divestment movement at Stanford is the more inclusive group and is
providing that open conversation.

“The fact that we’re getting more and more organizations on board the coalition while our opposition
only has two organizations I think says a lot,” he explained. “We’ve from the very beginning stressed this
openness, and we want to even take it further.”

Ibrahim added that the petition supporting divestment is available for Stanford students to review and
add comments and criticisms.

“We’re opening ourselves to critique,” said Ibrahim. “We’re trying to make sure that everyone feels that
they have…a stake in this as a Stanford student because this is going up before the ASSU. The most
important thing is that whether you’re for this or against this, students feel like we’re doing this the right
way.”

As for the anti-divestment website and petition, Grinberg said they will serve the Stanford student body
by providing information about divestment and about the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.

“We did our best to present as unbiased information as possible,” he said. “We had many students review
the website and ask them to report anything that was inaccurate or misleading.” Grinberg added that he
also asked a leader of the divestment movement to review the website as well.

Just six hours after the website went live, Grinberg said, it had over 1,000 page visits, demonstrating
students’ interest in the campus conversation.

“Clearly many students were looking for this kind of resource, and I think it’s started off in a great place,”
Grinberg said.

Contact Sarah Wishingrad at swishing ‘at’ stanford.edu.
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Sarah Wishingrad is a sophomore Deputy Desk Editor for the Student Groups beat. She is a
prospective History major from Los Angeles, California who loves politics, all things Aaron Sorkin,
and the waf es at Coupa. Contact her at swishing 'at' stanford.edu.
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